Torrington Planning Committee

May 19th, 2008

15 Focus Group Review – Common Themes
1. What does Torrington have to offer families with young children? (Advantages)

Family Strides, FRC, EHS,HS, YMCA, WIC, La Via Latina, Brooker, Library


Arts – Warner, Artwell, Nutmeg


Youth sports, parks & rec, playgrounds


Safe place


Social services, food banks


Walking distance – stores, banks, doctors


Healthcare, HUSKY, CHH, ER


Day care, pre-school programs


Playgroups

2. What are the major unmet needs with young children in our community that this plan must address?  Please focus on needs that prevent children from being ready for school.

Affordable child care


Family activities


Handicap accessibility


Transportation/busing from school to child care center


Mental Health services


Support groups for parents not just first time parents


Bathrooms in parks (update parks)  


Handicap accessible park


Before and after school – affordable


English language learners info – help with homework, talking to teachers


Infant toddler slots – more and affordable


Not enough people know about 211 – Torrington has lowest participation rate in CT

3. Where do you go to get information on child services?


Schools


La Via Latina

Hospital


Library


211


Pediatrician


Friends


Social Services


From your perspective what health issues that effect young children are you most concerned 
about?

(CHH Focus Group)

Obesity


Asthma


Abuse & neglect


Developmental


From your perspective, what services would benefit families with young children?


More library programs


English language learners programs (more)


Mentoring


Parent support


Information on health care


More activities


Better Transportation
4. What are your recommendations for what should be done to improve services for families with young children in one or more of the following areas?

Early Care and education, 


Health and child development


Family Support


Transition to Elementary


Elementary Grade k-3 


Other.


Transportation from schools to providers

Mentoring programs (big brother big sister, teens etc . .)


Full day kindergarten


More information on what children need to know for kindergarten and registration process


Developmental milestones


Affordable quality after school programs


Parenting classes (for mothers and fathers)

More playgroups


Nutrition and health information for pregnant woman  


More affordable child care


More mental health services available


English language learner program outreach 


More library programs


Offer more science based affordable family experiences – science center


Age appropriate playground equipment
